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REPORT. 



/•v/ 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Expenses of Sheriffs and other Returning Officers at Elections 
in Ireland, and to report their Observations thereupon to the 
House ; and who were instructed to inquire into the Laws for 
regulating Elections in Ireland, and to report their Opinion 
thereupon; and to whom the Petition of the Grand Jury of 
the City of Limerick, presented in the present Session, was 
referred;' Have, pursuant to the Order of the House, con- 

sidered the matters to them referred ; and have also examined 
several Witnesses ; and agreed upon the following REPORT : 



■\70UR Committee, in obedience to the Order of the House, have taken the 
X . Election Laws of Ireland into their consideration. 

The act of the 35 Geo. Ill, c. 29, repealed all the laws that were in force 
at that time, and established one consolidated system for every tiling belonging 
to Elections. 

By this act, every freeholder is required to qualify himself to vote, by a pre- 
vious registry of his vote at a quarter sessions ; with this exception, it follows 
very much the general enactments of the English laws. 

The principal defects of this act, and of Irish election practice, were the 
allowing a trial of the right of each elector to vote to take place in the polling 
booth before the deputy sheriff; and the giving the deputy sheriff a power to 
reject votes. 

The consequence was the loss of much time in arguments for and against 
every vote ; and that the poll, not being limited as to its duration, was often con- 
tinued to a period attended with the greatest inconvenience to the public. 
The contested election for the county of Mayo, in 1813-14*, lasted 57 polling 
days. 

Another great defect of the act of 1795, and which was augmented by 
subsequent acts, was the length and complexity of the forms of the free- 
holders oath. 

The act which was passed just before the dissolution of the last Parliament, 
has completely removed these defects ; it limits the duration of polls in Ireland 
to fifteen days, and it provides for the practicability of polling a county in that 
time, by various provisions ; all of which proved on trial at the late general 
election, to expedite the polling very effectually. 

By the 6th section, whenever more than 800 freeholders can vote in 
a barony, an alphabetical division is to be made, so that no more that 800 
electors shall poll at one place of polling. 

By the 8th section, a deputy clerk of the peace is to attend each place of 
polling, with the affidavits of registry belonging to it. 

The 10th section points out, in precise terms, the steps to be taken by a 
deputy sheriff, or deputy returning officer, in order to put a vote upon the poll 
book. 

The 11th section combines the freeholder’s oath with the questions neces- 
sary to be asked of each voter, in order to put his vote on the poll, and connects 
the freehold previously registered with the vote tendered at the election. 

The 12th section requires all objections to be referred to the returning 
officer, and points out the manner in which the whole process of proceeding, 
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with objections, is to be conducted. By a preceding section (the 7tli) the 
returning officer is to have a separate booth, and is not to take a poll. 1 

The 16th section restrains person? from pleading or speaking in a place of 
polling. op. 

The 19th section requires the poll to be kept open nine hours in summer and 
eight hours in winter. 

The 20th section, which is the most important one of all, provides, that after 
the fourth day of polling, the returning officer must close each booth in which 
no more than 20 persons have polled, or have been referred for decision to the 
returning officer; the necessity of a previous registry limits the number of 
references. 

The evidence annexed to this Report fully proves, that these provisions 
were particularly effectual on the late General Election, in shortening the dura- 
tion of the polls. In the Queen’s county, in five of the booths on the second 
day s polling, 80S persons polled, being at the rate of 178 votes in each booth 
In one of the booths, on that day, 244 polled, which is at the rate of one vote 
for every two minutes, during the eight hours the poll was open. 

It appears to your Committee, that the provisions of the Act are so well 
adapted to secure expeditious polling, that if returning officers and their deputies 
administer them with zeal, intelligence and firmness, six or eight days will be 
hereafter quite sufficient to poll any county in Ireland. 

Your Committee think it right to notice various other provisions of this new 
act, which have proved effectual in suppressing in a great degree, the universal 
and scandalous system, which lias been practised, with so much disgrace to the 
national character at all elections in Ireland, of passing fraudulent votes. Where 
public manners are so loose as to allow it to be a merit to succeed in schemes 
of the grossest fraud and perjury, the regulations of the law cannot be too severe 
fqi counteracting them. The practice of procuring persons to personate others, 
to poll a second time, to vote from chattel estates or from extinct freeholds, 
which could not be effected, in any instance, without open perjury, had become 
so common at elections, that it was absolutely necessary for the legislature to 

2eVt°he e n at f m r t to „ sup P 1 '? ss % . The instrumentality of agents, who acted 
undei the protection of public opmion, too frequently relaxed on these sort of 
matteis, had proved on so many occasions of such great influence, that the 
a candidate was. nearly as much dependent upon the successful 
constituent body* 1 ™ feffchlse ’ as upon the real sentiments of. the bond fide 

n,5n U1 i- C0I? ‘? it f ee . are of opinion, that the clauses of this law which relate to 
5 duties of clerks of the peace, will be productive of very good effects. 
Heretofore the public had no security that the clerk of the peace would keep 
the registry books and have them at all times prepared for a poll, according 
the n ! , S1 ° m f th f. law - 11 ™ wholly in the power of a corrupt clerk of 

;E\^r an ?“, by omitting to enter his affidavit 
Of registiy. But he is obliged by the new law, to enter in a book, at each ses- 
“ S' ”, ameS °? ‘ he pers ? ns who register on each day ; which entry is to be 
,3eee„ y ft, F T ustlc ? s i “ d l>n » further obliged in each year, in the 
eS ef tf the J ud « e “ f . to deliver a correct copy of his books to the 

hoot' -ft C1 ' 0w n. which books are to be equally evidence with the original 
books, if they should be destroyed or lost. 

, Commit „ tee . ha ™g carefully examined the last act, paragraph by 
S T, h ’ fre Of opinion, that the following alterations and amendments would 
contribute to improve it. 

Section 11. Leave out the words, “ If no entry in the registry book;” so 
regLtrv e tlMuvh' i 7n VOte, i l1 the alerk of ^e peace has his ori|ina[ affidavit of 

registry, though it be not entered in the registry book, 

audio w It Aft 7 ‘ 1 ? W ° rd “ speali ” leave out the words to, « or to ask ” 
and insert the words, or on any matter or thing whatever.” 

dicftonln *u- be giv , en to sheriffs of counties to exercise their iuris- 

c * ‘Ufres of ernes and towns, tor the purposes of elections. 
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Section 28. A column to be added jtn tl>e form of registry, .to show the stamp 
oil each lease or instrument. 

Section 36. Insert in place of “ in any of His Majesty’s courts of record in 
Dublin,” at the general assizes, “ good and sufficient bail to be taken from the 
persons accused.” 

Section 38. The day immediately preceding the opening of quarter sessions 
to be omitted, and two days after allowed. 

Section 44 to be repealed. 

In respect to the particular inquiry, which has been referred to your Com- 
mittee, to make into the expenses of sheriffs and returning officers, at elections 
in Ireland, your Committee have received a great deal of very valuable evi- 
dence from several of its own members. 

From this evidence, and from other sources of information, it appears to your 
Committee, that a general practice has prevailed in Ireland, on the part of sub- 
sheriffs and other persons concerned in conducting contested elections, of im- 
posing upon candidates very exorbitant and illegal charges, for. providing the 
several things which belong to the taking of a poll at an Election. 

The clause in the new act, for making these expenses a charge upon the 
counties, would have effectually afforded relief to candidates from this improper 
practice, at the same time, that it would have been attended with a moderate 
charge upon each county, if every grand jury were to be attentive to exercise its 
authority, by refusing to pay any demand not strictly warranted by the law. 

The following are the only payments which are strictly legal under the exist- 
ing election acts : — 

By 35 Geo. Ill, c. 29, sec. 22, the sheriff may appoint an assessor; but he 
has no authority for employing any clerk, agent, or register to attend him. 

By the same act, sec. 5, the sheriff is required to provide places for 
polling. 

By 33 Geo. Ill, c. 21, sec. 15, a fee of one shilling is allowed to the clerk of 
the peace, for a certificate of qualification of a catholic elector. 

By 1 Geo. IV, c. 11, sec. 22, each constable employed by the returning 
officer is to receive 5s. a-day ; but grand juries must take care that the number 
employed is limited to the emergency of the occasion, or otherwise this power 
might be very much abused. 

By 35 Geo. Ill, c. 29, sec. 5, the sheriff may appoint one deputy sheriff 
and one poll clerk to each place of polling, who is entitled to receive “ wages 
“ which shall not exceed the rate of one guinea a-day for each.” 






By 1 Geo. IV, c. 11, the returning officer may appoint one interpreter, if 
necessary, to each place of polling, who is entitled to receive 10*. a-day. 

By 1 Geo. IV, c. 8, one deputy clerk of the peace is to be appointed to 
each place of polling, who is to receive 10 s. a-day, and an assistant deputy 
clerk of the peace, who is to receive 5 s. a-day. But there is no power given to 
authorize a returning officer to employ any deputy clerk of the peace to attend 
the sheriffs booth, or to pay any clerk of the peace for his attendance at an 
Election. 

The Election acts allow of no other payments to be made and charged to 
the counties than those above enumerated. The Irish acts have nowhere pro- 
vided any remuneration for sheriffs or sub-sheriffs for the trouble which they 
may have to undergo, concerning the execution of their offices. The English 
act of 7 and 8 William and Mary, c. 25, sec. 2, provides, that no sheriff or 
returning officer “ shall take any fee reward or gratuity whatsoever foi the 
“ making out, receipt, delivery, return or execution of any writ or precept;” 
and on the Oxford circuit, in the case of Wathen 'versus Sir E. B. Sandys and 
Lord Berkeley, Mr. justice Lawrence disallowed a charge m the sheriff’s 
account of 21/. to the sub-sheriff. 



In the trial of Morris versus Sir Francis Burdett, who refused to pay his share 
of the expenses of the election' of 1817, for Westminster, Lord EllenboroUgh' 
said, “ A candidate at an Election for members of parliament is liable to no 
226. 4 - B “ expense 
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expense except such as the statute law casts upon him, or lie takes upon 
himself by his express or implied consent. A great number of these items 
in the demand of the plaintiff ("the returning officer) may therefore be 
entirely laid out of consideration, as arising from acts which the plaintiff was 
bound to do by reason of bis office the law requires him to do whatever is 
necessary to making the return.” 

In the case of Wathen versus Sjr E. B. Sandys and Lord Berkeley, Mr. 
justice Lawrence said, “ However, although the action is maintainable, there 
“ are several parts of the plaintiff’s (the sheriff’s) demand, with which he has 
“ no right to charge the defendant. The first eight items” (viz. advertise- 
ments, indentures, stamps, under-sheriff, county clerk, bailiff, hall-keeper, filing 
writ,) “ amounting to 40. 5 s. only concern the execution of his office of 
“ sheriff, and there is no pretence for throwing them upon the candidates. 
“ The same thing may be said of the charge of constables. The sheriff is 
“ bound to preserve the peace of the county.” There were several other items 
that his lordship advised the jury to disallow entirely, such as surveyors and print- 
ing poll hooks. “Advantage,” he observed, “was often taken of the situation of 
“ candidates, to sit in parliament, who were afraid to resist any demand, 
“ however unreasonable, lest they should render themselves unpopular ; and 
“ thus a sort of custom was set up for the impositions practised upon them ;” 
under the observations made from the bench, the jury reduced the charge of 
the plaintiff £. 133. 14 s. 



The clause of the act of the 1st Geo. IV, c. 11. giving the power to grand 
juries to present a sum of money, to reimburse a returning officer for the ex- 
penses defrayed by him at an election, can have reference only to such expenses 
as the law authorizes him to incur. The act particularly provides, that before 
any presentment be made, the returning officer shall produce an account of the 
particulars of such expenses, and all the vouchers for them ; the grand jury laws 
allow no judge to fiat a presentment for money, without a particular statute to 
authorize it. In this way, the law effectually protects the public from those 
'various illegal charges which it had been the practice to impose upon candidates ; 
and should the result of the new act, in any case, be to occasion heavy expense 

an / C . ( !!. in( '^’ ^ le h e with the grand jury or judges in not controling 

the sheriff or returning officer, and not with the provisions of this law. 

Your Committee, under all these circumstances, taking into consideration, 
on one side, what are the several expenses which the Election acts enable 
a returning officer to incur for the purposes of an Election ; and on the other, the 
general rules of law which learned judges have laid down, in respect to what are 
the charges that attach to the office of a returning officer, for many things which 
le is bound to do at his own cost, by reason of his office, have no hesitation in 
paying, that if the grand juries and judges of Ireland allow of no illegal charge 
in a returning officer’s account for his expenses at an Election, the amount of 
it must in every instance be very trifling, and can never be a perceptible burden 
upon the public. A 



But it appears to your Committee, that a very different opinion was instantly 
formed in Ireland upon the probable effect of this law, on its first appearance, 
as to its operation as a new tax upon the people ; and since it is plain to every 
one, that at the present time, when taxation presses so very heavily, every addi- 
tional burden, however trivial, naturally excites dissatisfaction, ‘they think it 
advisable to recommend the repeal of the clause, which enables grand juries 
to reimburse returning officers for their expenses ; at the same time, your 
Committee feel it to be hut just towards those who were instrumental to the pre- 
paring of this law, and to those who voted for it in both Houses of Parliament, 
to declare,, that the greater part of the expenses are so entirely of a public 
na ure, that there does, not appear to them any sound principle upon which 
candidates can be called upon to defray them. Booths and polling places are 
public courts, as much as the courts of law in Westminster-hall, and become 
™n eSS i ai 7 101 ° n l ° f the mos . t im P ortailt public objects. Deputy sheriffs and 
P S . aie 2p cers belonging to the sheriff in his public capacity, as being 

bound by his office to execute the writ for holding an Election. The clerk of 
t ie peace, his deputies ancl assistants, attend as officers of the public, having in 
len custody the records of the county. Mr. justice Lawrence has laid it down, 

that 
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that the expenses for poll books, advertisements, stamps, filing the writ, and for 
recompensing for their trouble sub-sheriffs, county clerks, bailiffs, ; and hall- 
keepers, only concern the execution of the office of sheriff ; and that the same 
thing may be said of charges for employing constables, the sheriff being bound 
to preserve 'the peace of the county. The same learned judge has also said, 
that the assessor was meant for the protection of the sheriffs, not of the 
candidates. 

Your Committee, however, when they advise this concession to the wishes 
of so many opponents of this clause of the new law, are unanimous in their re- 
commendation to impose, as a substitute for it, such legislative regulations upon 
the expenses to be incurred by sheriffs and returning officers at Elections, as 
may effectually prevent the practice of extorting large sums from candidates, 
which has heretofore prevailed. 

For this purpose, your Committee propose that the following provisions be 
introduced into a new Election act. 



No sheriff or returning officer, in case he shall appoint an assessor, to pay him 
more than SOL for the first day’s attendance, and ten guineas a-day for each 
subsequent day, Sunday, Christmas day, and Good Friday, not included. 

The expense for providing each place of polling, not being in a sessiotts- 
llousc, not to exceed 10/. ; and for providing each place of polling when in a 
■sessions-house, not to exceed 51. 



The total expense for indentures, stamps, poll-books, advertising, stationary, 
and other incidental expenses, not to exceed 2 l. for each booth. 

Two constables only to be allowed to each polling booth, who shall receive pay. 

Tile deputy clerk of the peace, who attends an Election to give certificates 
of qualification to Catholics, to receive one guinea a day. 

The sheriff or returning officer to produce an account of the . close of an Elec- 
tion, and to certify the accuracy of the same upon oath, before a magistrate. 

No fee, reward, gratuity, or payment of money of any kind, by Way of com- 
pliment, or for any other purpose, to be given or made to any sheriff or sub- 
sheriff, or to any clerk of the peace, deputy clerk of the peace, deputy sheriff Or 
poll clerk, by any candidate at any Election. 

Anv candidate who shall give any fee or reward of any kind, or make any 
payment by way of compliment or gratuity, or for any other purpose, to any 
Sheriff, sub-sheriff, or clerk of the peace, deputy clerk of the peace, deputy 
sheriff or poll clerk, or who shall pay any Election agent any greater sum than 
the sum allowed by law, to be guilty of bribery. 

tour Committee are of opinion, that candidates ought to qualify at Elections 
in the same way as in England. This regulation will serve to remove a great 
part of the objections which have been expressed to the regulations fox diminish- 
ing the expenses of candidates, as these objections appear to have been founded 
in a supposition, that contests might be encouraged, if the check of expense 
was removed. 



It appears to Your Committee, by the evidence, that several clerks of the 
peace have been in the habit of charging higher fees for registering freeholds than 
the law allows ; but as an act has .passed this session, requiring every clerk ot 
the peace to take an affidavit, declaring, that they will not charge more than 
legal .fees, it is to be hoped that the practice will be discontinued. 

As a committee has recently been appointed by the House, to inquire into 
the Election laws of England ; and as- it is 'declared- m the preamble of the last 
act, that it is expedient to assimilate the laws of both Countries ; Your Com- 
mittee recommend, that.no new legislative measure be' introduced an respect to 
Ireland, until after this Committee shall have made its Report to the House. 



30 June 1820. 






MINUTES 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




8 



REPORT FROM THE. SELECT COMMITTEE ON 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 

Luna;, Iff die Junij, 1820 . 

SIR EDWARD O’BRIEN, BARONET, 

In the Chair. 



Sir Henry Parnell , a Member of the Committee. 

r AVE you turned your attention to the expenses of sheriffs at elections in 
, RdandP-I have: I was induced to do so, in consequence of the charges 
made by.the sub-sheriff of the Queen’s county at the general election in 1818? 
winch amounted to 1,162, although the polling continued but five days! 
When I prepared the draft of the election law that passed just before the Jis- 
solution of the last parliament, I did not introduce any clause concerning these 
expenses, thinking it improper to meddle with so important a subject just me° 
ceding the expected dissolution ; lmt so ■ many gentlemen applied to me to 
introduce such a provision, m consequence of the excessive charges which the 
sub-shenffi were m the habit of making in Ireland, that I inserted the clause 
which is now m the act upon this subject. While the bill was before the 
hou e, I received a letter from a gentleman of considerable experience in 
elections, containing the following sentence: “ I have seen your inSed 
election act ; but I am surprized and sorry not to see any steps taleu to prevent 
the sub-sheiifls absolutely robbing candidates at elections.” I followed^ lire 
cedent I found ill Mr. Wynn’s English Election bill, of m 7: requiring 
the counties to pay sheriffs expenses, in preparing tile clause’ in bill? 
Mr. Wynn’s bill passed the house of commons, and was thrown out in th/bouse 

hrennbM 0 f y m , C T q,len J Ce0 , f period of the session at which it was 

ought. before it, I considered this bill as declaring the opinion of the house 
of commons on the principle by which the sherifffexpenscs oLu to be Paid 
and thought it a sufficient and justifiable precedent for me to follow as to the 
opposition which has prevailed so generally throughout lipl-md li • i 

woSdTn ‘° me t ‘b° have bee “ owi "g to - 

won d fall upon the counties, would be much greater than they realism, iriit to 
be, if the grand juries were to control them strictly according to the? law 
The expenses at the last general election for the Queen’s county w ere the 
election lasted nine days, were £.340. Us. 1 d. for the following items /viz 

Carpenter’s bill for fitting up ten polling places in thel 
court-house - . _■ . _ _ _ _ l 

Ten deputy clerks of the peace and assistants 

I en poll clerks 

Thirty-eight constables I " 

Twelve ytamps for affidavits of deputy sheriffs - 

Stamp lor indenture - . . 

- ‘J$\5J$sements for the election _ 

Stationary . 

Making altogether - _ £.84,0 14 . f 

^ P * quite confident, that under this clause 

the 



£. s. 

85 

63 15 — 
89 17 3 
66 10 — 
1 7 — 
1 4 < — 

10 2 3 
22 18 7 
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the expenses of contested elections might always, by a strict attention to the 
law, be kept within five or six hundred pounds for any county in Ireland. I am 
not at alL surprized, that a considerable opposition prevailed in Ireland against 
the clause, because I know that very exaggerated representations were circu- 
lated, even before the act passed, for electioneering purposes, in respect to the 
effect it would have in imposing a new and heavy tax upon the public. I found, 
in the Queen’s county, when I arrived there, that a successful effort had been 
made to establish an opinion that it would amount to 5s. an acre. On looking 
over the returns made to the house of commons of the expenses at the general 
election of ISIS, of sheriffs at elections in England, I find that in Berkshire, 
the total expense, exclusive of the assessor, for fifteen days polling, was 294 /. 
The total expense in the county of Devon, exclusive of the assessor, was 
806/. 16 ,v. There were fifteen polling places, the poll lasted six days, and 
there were 8,000 votes polled. In the county of Leicester, the expenses were 
133/. 7 s. exclusive of the assessor and of the hustings ; the poll lasted three 
days. In the county of Lincoln, the expenses, exclusive of the assessor, 
were 493/. 3s. 6d. y there were thirteen booths newly erected for the occasion, 
a plan of which is contained in the return before the house of commons ; the 
poll lasted four days. In the county of Somerset, the expenses were 34 31. 3s. 
exclusive of the assessor. In Brecknockshire, the expenses were 314/. exclu- 
sive of the assessor. At the election for the city of Lincoln, the expenses 
were 109/. 7s- 6d. For the city of Norwich 46/. 19s. And for the city of 
Coventry, where the poll lasted nine days, 151/. 14 a-. 9.d. ; the fee to the 
assessor at Coventry was 63/. I think it right to add, that in the Queen’s 
county the Clerk of the Peace has never received any payment for his trouble 
at an election ; and that, I know that he never makes any other charge for 
registering, except the charge of Is. which is allowed on each certificate by the. 
act of parliament. 

What was the effect of the new election act at the last election in the Queen’s 
county, in regard to the polling ? — It was completely successful, the polling 
went on in the most rapid and regular manner. The assessor assured me at. 
the close of the election, that notwithstanding a prodigious number of objec- 
tions and points had been brought before him, he had found no difficulty what- 
ever in carrying the act into execution ; upon the second day of the election, 
893 votes were polled in five booths, which is at the rate of 178 votes in each 
booth. In one of the booths, 944 votes were polled, which is at the rate of 
a vote every two minutes, for eight hours, although the oath and all the questions 
required by the act were put to each voter. The whole county was polled 
between twelve o’clock on the Tuesday (the early part of the day having been 
expended in swearing in the deputies,) and the Saturday evening, excepting 
274 votes. The total number polled and rejected was 5,691. That the whole 
county was polled, appeared from the election having stopped, by every one of the 
booths having closed, by the seventh day, for want of votes, under the provision 
of the act, by which the polling in a booth is closed after the fourth day, if 
20 votes are not polled in it. Three booths closed on the fifth day, two more 
on the sixth; and the remaining live, on the seventh day. In consequence, 
of the success of the act in expediting the polling, the great object of it is 
completely secured ; namely, that of limiting contested elections in Ireland to 
15 days, It is, quite evident, from what took place at several elections in Ire- 
land at the last general election, that the counties might be polled in a much 
shorter space' of "time than 15 days. This is principally owing to the clause 
which requites a separate booth for each 800 votes that appear in the registry 
book. The regulations for taking the vote of each elector, has also contri- 
buted. very essentially to expedite the polling, because, if a deputy sheriff 
discharges his duty properly, he will allow nothing else to be done in his booth 
than the mere technical operation of going through ; the forms of taking each 
elector’s vote, which, on an average, will not require more time than two 
minutes. In this, way, when no interruption js allowed, each elector can poll 
■in succession as fast as the oath and the questions can be put to him. I have 
to add, that the act, at my election, was the means of stopping nearly 200 
bad votes, that were offered in the booths. The following account of the expenses 
at W;exfo»*d, at the general election of 1818, was given to me by Mr. Carew. 
The sum paid, by Mr. Carew and Mr. Colclough, for the sheriff’s assessor, was 
100 guineas -each, ; to . the sub-sheriff for booths, poll books, deputies, and other 

226, +- C charges, 
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charges,' >.e» each ; to the clerks of the clerk of the peace, £.3*. As there 
were four candidates, the total amount of the sheriff’s expense* wore £. 1,. 583. 
At one election for the county of Tipperary, the timber soul for £. r ,00, with 
which the booths had been built. 

The Honourable Richard F’itegihbtyi, a Member of the Committee. 



mam. WHAT tve'rc your expenses at the last general election for the sheriff?— 

It. Fitzgibboa. Above £. 1,800, with the expenses of the booths, poll-clerks, assessors, and 

' all the other expenses. . 

How many days did the election last?— It closed on the ninth day. 

Hid you find the operation of the act completely successful m expediting the 
business? — Decidedly so. . , P 

Did you pay the clerk of the peace?— The clerk of the peace was paid tor 

^ Wcreihere any fees or payments stated in the sheriff’s account for the clerk 
of the peace?— I rather think there were for deputy clerks of the peace. 

What is paid to the clerk of the peace, for the registry ?—l he clerk of the 
peace for the county of Limerick was in the general habits of providing the 
certificates, and for those he used to charge 3 s. 4>d. or 3 s. 9 d. each, but 1 am not 
quite positive which. Since Mr. Smith, the new clerk of the, pence, lies been 
appointed, the freeholders in general have refused to pay him more than two 
shillings or half-a-crowh ; hilt lie claims to be entitled to rino shilling fbi' the 
registry, and one shilling for the accompanying stamp. 



Lord Forbes, a Member of the Committee. 

Lord I’mht. CAN you give the Committee any information respecting the sheriff’s expenses. 

' at contested elections in Ireland? — I attended at a contested election, m the 

year ISIS, for the county of Longford, under the old acts, and I certainly 
found the inconvenience arising from the regulation from that act very gi eat ; 
inasmuch as the permitting agents to speak prevented our polling in any booth 
above 50 or GO in each day. Considerable attention was paid to the regulation 
of the sheriff’s expenses, which did not amount, to six hundred pounds ; the 
expenses of the booths for six baronies did not amount to fifty pounds ; £. 150 
was given to the sheriff’s assessor, and £. 100 to the clerk of the, peace. 

Was that £. 100 to the clerk ,of the peace for his trouble or for his, deputies ? 
— It was given to the clerk of the . peace for his trouble. 

I-Iow long did the election last?— I think four days or five days, hut I do not 
recollect which. . , . 

What does the clerk of the peace charge for each affidavit of registry m your 
county? — I do not remember •, but I wish to say, that the state of the records 
in that county does the clerk of the peace the greatest credit. 



James Dali/, 




James Daly, Esquire, a Member of the Committee. 

CAN you give any information respecting the sheriff s expenses at contested 
elections in Ireland? — I can state the expenses ol the election in 1813, under 
the old bill, and that it cost £. 2,500 ; that was the amount of the sheriff s 
charges to the candidates. 

For how many days polling ? — Five or six-and-twenty days. 

Was any particular fee given to the clerk of the peace? — I do not think 
there was any charge in that for the clerk of the peace. 

Did you pay the clerk of the peace besides?—- Yes. . 

•How much? — I gave him fifty guineas for myself as my share ; but I do not 
kpow what the other candidates gave. ire.. 

What' time would it have taken to have polled the same number ot free- 
holders under Sir Henry Parnell’s act? -I think they could have been all polled 
in eight dr ten days under the new act. 

How do you know that ? — By having seen the bill in operation in tlic con- 
tested election, in the town of Galway. ‘ / _ , 

Do you conceive for the future, that the largest county in Ireland may be 
polled within fifteen days? — I do most decidedly within half the time, with t ie 
, eight hundred men to each booth. / > 

Sir 
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SHERIFFS EXPENSES AT ELECTIONS IN IRELAND ; &c. 11 

Sir Nicholas Conway Colthunt, Baronet, a Member of the Committee. ^ ^ 

BE so oood as to state the expenses of the sheriff under the late act, and > ... 

ll ’cmdd 0 7o7ttZck dumber of the freemen into separate booths under 
the otl e awf?-No! it depended upon the option of any camhdate o 
the otliu .“J". ’ i * before * and I know, that at the first contest foi Coik 

S™e was not rime t give the notice required by law, and the consequence was, 
that there was only one freeman’s boot 1 . - this ? _ We had two 

“^^n^vot^we™ polled at this" last election?- About 1,800, as well as 
I can recollect. , , «iv but that was in a great measure 

How many days did the : poll ! i t ? c ’ ommence ment of the 6 election, and 
owing to the irregulai procee there being no regulation in the new act with 
very much in consequence of ™“ e been „ iven by any of the 

respect to the freemen s cour , , nimlber of ^booths ; and as the 

candidates to provide tor any o ter ronae0uen tly in the first instance, the 

5E wtMcd t °0 ™?e‘ in the threeUrts,’ and the freemen only in 

‘‘'maumrnhefof freemen polled out of 1,800 ?-Between twelve and thirteen 
hundred. . „ rpi 

^^“^^atriie last S eneralelection?-Sixty 

10 Was this^payment included in 

[Sir Edward O’Brien then left the Chair, which was taken by 
Sir Henry Parnell.] 

Sir Edward O’Brien , Baronet, a Member of the * 

n .. T • flip rommittee any information respecting the expen e. O'Brien- 

CAN you give the Corn mittee any n cont £ sts that occurred in the — ' 

sheriffs at elections in Behind. myself concerned in the contest, 

county that I now represent, ritough I wMno^ mysell c b to give 

t0 S; candidates were there on any of these occasions ?-In one instance 
^itcu^^* gi" --ward at elections to the clerk of the peace 

“ ^“Zg^meach affidavit of registry r-He finds the certificates, and 
we paid him half-a-crown for registering each vote. 

Richard Marlin, Esquire, a Memto of *e Comm^^ 

CAN you give any information i 41 d £ laat c0 „tested election was , > 

. . in Ireland ?-My proportion of the expenses at me in ■- 
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13 REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE, & c . 

Kichird Martin, in 1818, for the sheriff (there were three of ns, and I think it n 
, **_ °£ ®°0 a 'Pi ece > ) I paid the cleric of the peace nothing. 1 At firsL^r tile expense 

of the registry, I paid the clerk oi the peace 3/C for some time, but hS 
a dispute with him, I inquired into what his legal fee might he „„d tl, P 
of that inquiry was, that when the voter prepare® 
cut, tied to three-pence and no more; it was in consequence of a c 0 m- 
with Lord Sligo’s agent that I tendered him that sunn He informed I t • w 
the clerk of the peace for the county of Mayo was in the habit of 
Shilling for each certificate but th/if he diLtldZe St® 
he paid lnm three-pence. I tendered to the clerk of the peace tliree-nenco . 
after making some small difficulty, and being advised, he took the thro-' r ’ 
and since that time I have pid him but® threepence fol rcl rH find 
mo're “ ” y ‘ m k Up ’ and 1 tl,en P a T ‘h^e-pence and no 

r ^ the . S eneraI . eIectl ™ of 1818, did you pay any other sum besides the 
£. bOO which you have already mentioned P — All that I mid wm tn ti,„ i - -J> e 
and out of that he paid the assessor, and the clerk of thi peace 

Standish O’Grady, Esquire, a Member of the Committee. 

WHAT was your share of the sheriff’s expenses at the last general election 
- fol ^ lle c °™ty of Lnnenck ?-Nearly four himdred pounds. ® ° n 

How many candidates were there ?— Four. 

What charges does the clerk of the peace for the countv of Limerick m-l™ o 
the registry of freeholds ?-Threc shillings and sixpence us v el . 
recollect, when he found the certificate and filled it up’ himself and 1 half 
a-crown, when the certificate was found and filled up for him ’ 

Is there any fee given to him for his trouble at an election for the countv of 
Limerick Yes ; I think the candidates paid him £. 100 a-piece but that ™ 
a compromise for the qualification oaths and certificates. 



Jovis, 22" die Jitnii, 1820. 

SIR HENRY PARNELL, BARONET, 

In the Chair. 



Dominick Browne, Esquire, a Member of the Committee 

What yeai did this election take place ? ISIS ind 

and ended in the beginning of 1814. 1 ' ’ ^ ^egan 111 ISIS, 

-as much :i can get.%teSa^^ be,icve 

is the common charge. Persons sdrlnm «J„i 1 • ! T- ? et ; half -a-crown 
peace to the fee required hv law in W0U d W1S J. . to J in ? lt; tlie clerk of the 

to cover his expenses. y ’ sequence of its being hardly sufficient 
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Appointed to inquire into the Expenses of Sheriffs 
and other Returning Officers, 




